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All ecologies are thriving 

in sacred and connected kinship relations

of respect and reciprocity

Upholding our responsibilities,

In peace and friendship

What does a resilient 
forest look like? 



• Uneven-aged and old forests 

• 60% in intact forest cover

• Viable populations of all species

• Climate connectivity

• Equitable and sustainable benefits 

• High-retention harvests

• Decommissioned roads

• Shared governance and management

Western lens …



• Forest patch size decreasing

• Forest age decreasing

• Forest fragmentation increasing

• Species at risk increasing

• Inequities increasing

• Injustices continuing

• Human separation from nature 
increasing

How close are we?



How do we get there?

Learning how to think and act 

for the wellbeing of all of ecology, 

including all peoples

Transformation – metamorphosis

Leverage points for transformation



How to think and act 

for the wellbeing of all of ecology, 

including all peoples

Transformation through 
“re-Indigenization”



Where are we coming from …

Government of 
Canada’s fiduciary 
responsibilities to 
Indigenous Peoples

United Nations 
Declaration on the 

Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples (2007)

Truth and 
Reconciliation 
Commission of 

Canada’s “Calls to 
Action” (2015)

Durban Accord 
(IUCN 2003)

Pathways to Canada 
Target 1: Indigenous 

Circle of Experts, 
“We rise together” 

(2018)

Indigenous 
Protected and 

Conserved areas 
(IPCAs)



Where are we now …

M'sit No'kmaq--all my relations

All knowledge comes from the land. 
We are just the conduit.

M'sit No'kmaq et al. 2021. Awakening the sleeping giant … 
FACETS 6:839-869, DOI 10.1139/facets-2020-0083. Open access 





Re-Indigenization principles for 
biodiversity conservation

1. Embrace Indigenous worldviews of ecologies

2. Learn from Indigenous languages of the land

3. Recognize Natural laws and Netukulimk

4. Honour correct relationships

5. Engage total reflection and truth

6. Respect Etuaptmumk—“two-eyed seeing”

7. Practice “Story-telling/story-listening”



• All life forces are sacred and connected

• Highest form of existence is living in harmony 
with ecological life forces

We are not the superior being here, 

but rather, really small part and parcel of it…. 

We have to remind ourselves … 

why we are here, 

and what our responsibilities are ….

(Elder Albert Marshall)

1. Embrace Indigenous 
worldviews of ecologies

Pemi Punqek Mi'kma’ki (one full year in Mi'kma’ki)
Elder Lillian Marshall and other Mi'kmaw Elders (2008)



2. Learn from Indigenous 
languages of the land

The language is like a doorway … to the true meaning 
of things (Cedar Meuse-Waterman)

I wish I could speak the language of this land, 
Mi’kma’ki.

As the first human language here, [it] holds the rest 
of the story 

of the plants, animals and geography,

of the land and the changes 

(shalan joudry)

Marcus Gosse, Mi’kmaq artist



3. Recognize Natural laws and 
Netukulimk

The overall objective … is to remind ourselves, 

the Laws of Nature has to supersede the laws of man. 

…

The very essence and source of life—water, air and 
soil—

should be our overarching objective

… 

it is the right of every living thing

(Elder Albert Marshall)



• With each other and all ecologies

• Equity, balance and harmony 

• Diversity and difference

• Primary duty: foster respectful alliances

• We are all treaty people

When all peoples come together,

each will be able to give forth the gifts that 
they have been given

(Elder Albert Marshall)

4. Honour “Correct 
relationships”

Shaun Vincent, Métis artist, for Canadian Geographic



5. Engage “Total reflection” and 
truth

• Insights come from the heart, mind, spirit, and body 

• Total reflection on what has been done in the past 
and how to transform those into lessons learned for 
where we are going

• “Truth” and reconciliation

Juan Gaertner: Pyramidal neurons in the 
cerebral cortex



6. Respect Etuaptmumk—two-eyed seeing

I desire more clarity or inspiration … 
as to what a Mi’kmaw eye is offering.

I continue to question … 
whether there are more ways of knowing
the land around us,
and if these teachings can contribute 

to Two-Eyed Seeing,
in conservation of the land. 

(shalan joudry)
Etuaptmumk image by Basma Kavanagh 

www.integrativescience.ca



7. “Story-telling, story-listening”

To truly integrate insights, especially to the Aboriginal 
peoples, the information will always be presented in the form 
of a story, rather than “I tell you that this is a fact.” 

I am giving you a prerogative to extract what you will need. 

I am giving you the benefit of the doubt that you can—because 
I have given you more than what you would have required or 
asked — because now, the flow of information is going to be 
based on the insight: that is your heart and mind and soul.

(Elder Albert Marshall 2020)



If we can somehow humble ourselves,

as we are now on a crossroads …. 

We have a prerogative.

If it’s going to be business as usual, well, …

we know what the outcome of that one will be.

If it’s going to be total reflection, … 

and transform those lessons learned …, 

we might stand a chance. 

Because …, in my culture, 

there is no such word as “end of the world”. 

The world will not end. 

Only people will be gone.

(Elder Albert Marshall)
Northern Star: David Lonebear Sanipass,

Mi'kmaq Native American Artist



Where are we going?



Thank You & wela'lioq


