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Acknowledgement of where I 
live and work

I live and work in the traditional, historical, 
and contemporary lands of the Dakota 
people. I am obligated to build relationships 
with Dakota and other Indigenous people of 
the region and to support their goals for 
natural resource management. I teach about 
and research tribal forest management so 
others can too.



Presentation 
Outline

1. Into to Tribal Forestry
2. Innovation in Forestry 

and Silviculture
3. Tribal partnership 

building



American 
Indian 
Forestry
• 574 Federally 

Recognized Tribes in 
USA – 630+ First Nations 
Communities in Canada

• 18 million acres (7.3 
million ha) in USA

• Tribes managed their 
lands to meet many goals 
for generations

• Managed many changes
• All tribes are different: 

separate nations, 
cultures and history





Materials for cultural 
activities; economics; 
hunting and fishing; 
spiritual and religious 
ceremonies; access to 
sacred sites.



Menominee 
– Origins of 
Sustainable 
Forestry in 
USA



Menominee Nation

Menominee Reservation is 
235,000 acres and 95% forested.



From the time of the 1854 treaty until today, the 
Menominee have cut timber from their forest.



How do you define sustainability?





Start with the rising sun and work toward the 
setting sun, but take only the mature trees, the sick 
trees, and the trees that have fallen.  When you 
reach the end of the reservation, turn and cut from 
the setting sun to the rising sun and the trees will 
last forever.

Chief Oshkosh
Menominee Oral History







What does forestry mean for Menominee?

Sovereignty & Protecting The Forest
“[Forestry is] almost like a rallying point for sovereignty, I believe, 
for the Menominee people that we [use it to] protect our forest.”

-Jeff Grignon

Jobs and Income
“Good forest management to me as a Menominee means that 
[we] have employment at the sawmill, and that the forest is 
producing enough lumber or timber to keep people employed, but 
still not stressing the forest.” -Dale Kakkak



Community Wellbeing
“There is an old saying…[the] logging operation is the backbone 
of the Menominee Tribe…. [It] creat[ed] jobs, which resulted in 
people being able to take care of their families. –John Teller

“We had the money we were making off the forest… we provided 
for ourselves...  we built a hospital...  we paid the education of our 
children….” –Dave Grignon

Future Generations 
“[Forestry Means] developing the forest in a way that is going to 

be there for future generations.” –Melissa Cook

What does forestry mean for Menominee?



Tribal Innovations in Forestry



Sustainable Forestry as continued innovation







Anchor Forests - PNW
“Tribes are leaders and conveners rather 
than stakeholders or participants”

“Joint  long-term  commitments  to  harvest  
and steward [landscapes] to strategically 
promote ecological resilience across the  
landscape and economic vitality of the local 
forest-products industry”

--Jacobson, Hajjar, Davis, and Hoagland. 2021. Learning from Tribal Leadership and the Anchor Forest 
Concept for Implementing Cross-Boundary Forest Management, Journal of Forestry, 119(6).



Fire/Fuels Management









nicrn.org



Innovations in Partnerships/Collaboration



Perspectives on partnership and 
collaboration from the Manoomin 

Project



Partnership Building 
Strategy #1

Acknowledge past 
and present harms



Partnership Building 
Strategy #2

Collaborate as equals

• Respect tribal 
knowledge

• Respect tribal labor
• Respect tribal goals



Partnership Building Strategy #3
Data protocols – Formal Agreements –Leadership 



Partnership Building Strategy #4
Foster personal relationships



Partnerships are the foundation of integrating Indigenous Knowledge into 
natural resource management



Conclusions
• Sustainable forestry started with 

Menominee
• Each tribe is different
• Building relationships is key to incorporate 

values and new innovations
• Tribes play an important and innovative 

role in 21st Century problem solving
• Forestry is important for tribal 

communities!



Migwetch! Questions & Discussion

mdockry@umn.edu


